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Francesco Napolitano, Simone Lanaro_ Partner of LAD
A& LAD(Laboratorio di Architettura e design)

Villae Minimae(Small Villas) is a collection of five isolated single-family villas
that were developed and studied at a 1:200 scale. In all five cases, the projects
were designed as ‘appendices,’ or as additions detached from larger properties but
located in the immediate vicinity of those project sites. Thus, the villas never
contain more than two bedrooms, and interior spaces are minimalisic. Beyond to
pure functionality, we were explicitly requested to think of these projects as
artifacts, or as machines for observing the landscape. The projects have in
common a provocative and utopian approach. All projects are based on the
distortion of a simple geometric figure; each distortion is a device designed to
correspond to a panoramic view from the interior space, framing nature and
allowing for contemplation of the landscape. This characteristic underlines the
iconography of the projects: the dichotomy between nature and edifice. The
villas, designed between January 2013 and April 2014, are presented here with a
selection of drawings: two sketches, a diagram of the operational distortion, floor
plans, elevations, sections, and renders. Given their conceptual nature, these

projects occupy the border between case study and divertissement.

LAD Laboratorio di Architettura e Design é uno studio di Architettura
fondato a Roma nel 2006 da Simone Lanaro e Francesco Napolitano,
L attivita professionale riguarda tutti i livelli della progettazione
architettonica, del design industriale e degli interni, L obiettivo costante
dello studio é la ricerca di una elevata qualita nella progettazione a tutte
le scale, finalizzata a trovare il giusto equilibrio tra la realizzazione ed il
piano economico di investimento, L esperienza legata alla progettazione e alla costruzione di svariati
edifici di elevata qualita architettonica consente allo studio di unire un profondo valore concettuale
nell'ideazione dell architettura ad una grande sapienza tecnica nella sua realizzazione. Le opere dello
studio sono pubblicate in alcune delle maggiori riviste italiane dedicate all architettura,
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Ole Smith Project Leader of Heatherwick Studio Vivien Leong CPG Consultants of Heatherwick Studio XF& Heatherwick Studio

Heatherwick Studio Established by Thomas Heatherwick in 1994, Heatherwick Studio is
recognised for its work in architecture, urban infrastructure, sculpture, design and strategic
thinking. Today a team of 170, including architects, designers and makers work from a combined
studio and workshop in Kings Cross, London, At the heart of the studio's work is a profound
commitment to finding innovative design solutions, with a dedication to artistic thinking and the
latent potential of materials and craftsmanship. This is achieved through a working methodology of
collaborative rational inquiry, undertaken in a spirit of curiosity and experimentation. In the twenty years of its existence, Heatherwick Studio has worked in
many countries, with a wide range of commissioners and in a variety of regulatory environments. Through this experience, the studio has acquired a high
level of expertise in the design and realisation of unusual projects, with a particular focus on the large scale, The studio’s work includes a number of
nationally significant projects for the UK including the award-winning UK Pavilion at the Shanghai World Expo 2010, the Olympic Cauldron for the London
2012 Olympic Games, and the New Bus for London. Thomas is an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects: a Senior Research Fellow at
the Victoria & Albert Museum; and has been awarded Honorary Doctorates from the Royal College of Art, University of Dundee, University of Brighton,
Sheffield Hallam University and University of Manchester. He has won the Prince Philip Designers Prize, and, in 2004, was the youngest practitioner to be
appointed a Royal Designer for Industry. In 2010, Thomas was awarded the RBA's Lubetkin Prize and the London Design Medal in recognition of his
outstanding contribution to design. In 2013 Thomas was awarded a CBE for his services to the design industry.
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